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CAN TINH TOC NQUOI VA BAN SAC NGUO! VONG BIEN TRONG
HOAT DONG SINH K€ XUYEN QUOC Q1A
VONG BIEN GIO! VIET - TRUNG O LAO CAY

Hoang Cam™

Tém tat: Viéc binh thuong hoa quan hé gitka Viét Nam va Trung Quéc vao ndm 1991 d4 tao diéu kién
cho sw phéat trién cta giao thwong va sw dich chuyén cta lao déng xuyén bién giGi tir Viét Nam sang
Trung Quéc. Trong béi canh thay déi, cac téc nguoi thiéu sb séng doc theo ving bién giéi & huyén Bét
Xét, tinh Lao Cai, da ndng déng va chi déng hoa vao dong chdy chung nay dé tim kiém céc co hoi sinh ké
méi. Bén canh tham gia lao déng béc xép hang hda va xach hang thué ngay tai ctra khdu quéc té va céc
ctra khdu phu, hang nghin nguoi da di sang Trung Quéc, chi yéu la phu ni¥, lao déng lam thué va buén
ban trong ngay. St dung khung phén tich “tiép cén” (access) ctia Ribot va Peluso, va duwa vao tw liéu dién
da & huyén Bat Xat Lao Cai, bai viét chi ra rang, trong qué tim kiém céc co héi sinh ké méi noi bén kia
bién gidi, nhitng ngudi phu nik va nam gidi Gidy va Dao d& chi dong vi thé riéng cta minh dé cé thé buén
ban va tiép cén duoc thi truvong lao déng phé théng & Trung Quéc. Bén canh viéc st dung cén tinh la
nguoi thiéu sé, bén sdc ngudi vang bién duoc kién tao mét cach chinh théng va phi chinh théng ciing
déng vai tro hét strc quan trong trong hoat dong sinh ké cac nhém téc ngudi ndy. Cac cau chuyén vé
nhitng nguoi Gidy va Dao duoc trinh bay va phén tich gop phan khdng dinh méi quan hé mang tinh cong
sinh giita bén sdc van héa toc ngudi va thuc hanh sinh ké. Sw hiéu biét séu vé méi quan hé cong sinh nay
c6 y nghia khéng chi trong linh vurc xoé déi, gidm nghéo va céi thién sinh ké ma con trong linh virc béo tén
va phat huy ban séc van hbéa céac téc nguoi trong bbi cdnh hién dai hda va héi nhap.
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Hoang Cam: The ethnic identity and the identity of border residents in transnational
livelihood activities in the Vietham-China border area in Lao Cai

The normalization of relations between Vietham and China in 1991 facilitated the development of
cross-border trade and mobility of workers from Vietnam to China. In this context, ethnic minorities living
along the border in Béat Xat district, Lao Cai province have actively joined into the trend of mobility in
search of new livelihood opportunities. People do work of loading and unloading goods, carrying goods at
international and sub-border gates. In addition, thousands of people, mainly women go to China to provide
daily labor services and for trading. Using the analytical framework of “access” of Ribot and Peluso, and
based on fieldwork findings in Bat Xat Lao Cai district, the article shows that, in the process of looking for
new livelihood opportunities beyond the border, Giay and Dao women and men actively positioned
themselves in order to trade and access the common labor market in China. Ethnic minority identities and
the identity of the border residents formally and informally play a crucial role in the livelihood activities of
these ethnic groups. The stories about the Giay and Dao people are presented and analyzed to assert the
symbiotic relationship between ethnic cultural identity and livelihood practices. This in-depth understanding
of this symbiotic relationship has implications not only in the hunger eradication, poverty reduction, and
livelihood improvement but also in the field of preserving and promoting ethnic cultural identities in the
current context of modernization and integration.
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